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Once-secret documents: lab’s mission was germ warfare

1950% militery plan to eripple

the SBoviel veonomy by killing

horses, cattle and swine called

for making biologicsl wartare

weapons out of exofic animal

diseases at a Plum Island laboratory. now-
declassifiecd Army records reveal.

Documents and interviews disclose for

the fiest time what officials have-denied for

vears: that the mysterious and closely

guarded animal {ab off the East End of

Lony Istand was originally designed to con-
duct top-secret research into replicating
dangerous viruses that could be used to de-
stroy enemy livestock,.

While officials say any such research
was short-lived and ceased when the lab
was turned over to the Agriculture De-
partment in 1954, two of the diseases
targeted by the military — foot-and-
maouth digease and African swine fever -
remain top priority research prajects on
Plum Island today. Two other diseases
identified in the military plan, Rift Valley
fever and rinderpest, also have been the
fovus of recent research,

Experts say there's no evidence such bio-
logical weapons were ever used against the
Saviet Union as the early documents envi-
sioned. Agriculture Department officials
who run the Plum Island Animal Disease
Center have long denied any involvement
in biological warfare research and say their
work is restricted to experiments designed
to protect the nation’s livestock from po-
tentially fatal plagues, such as foot-and-
~mouth disease. The current director ex-
‘pfessed surprise over the laboratory’s

PLUM ISLAND’S

military hustory,

But militaey documents once stamped
SECRET and recently obtained by News-
day from the Army Chemieal and Binlogi-
eal Defense Agency shed Nght on the
thinking of an varlier era, describing in
unusually candid language the need 1o
construct a laboradory on Plum Txdand for
offensive germ warfare, The igland was
then the site of a military base called
Fort Terry.

“The Operations Rescarch Office has
made a comprehensive study of offensive
potentiality of anti-animal agents. The
report emphasized the impaortance of live-
stock i the econemy of the USSR and
the prohable feasibility of attack. The
ULS. Air Force has established a {irm re-
quirement for offensive munitions and
agents for use against horses, cattle and
swine,” said a 1951 Army document, one
of several released in respouse to Free.
dom of Information Act requests. Offi-
cials said dozens more related documents
are warchoused in non-indexed boxes
that could take vears to sort, and other
information about the work may still be
classified because it potentially could
pose & security threat.

“My understanding is that Plum Island
never became o big operation,” said Nor-
man Covert, base historian and public in-
formation officer at Fort Detrick in
Maryland, the nation’s primary center
for binlogical warfare research until such
work was outlawed by President Richard
Nixon in 1969, “It became a test site for
the scientists at Fort Detrick in offensive
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A view last weok of Plum
island, looking southwest
toward Long Isiand. ;
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Post-Cold War: Researcher Bill White at a lab refrigeralor. where
viruses are stored at 70 degrees below zero centigrade
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and defe agent development.'t
feultore De.

Tir. Willineg Hens, an Ag
partment seienfist who directed re.
gearch on Afvican swine fover at Plum
Ialund during the 19508, said in a re<
cent interview from his New Hawp-
ahire home that be persvontiy didn't do
work Tor the militery bud wae gware of.
Tensive bialngival warfare projcts were
heing tnnducted in the lah.

Aot of the wark was, well, wic wers
doitg things like studviog how to pro-
duce quantities ol the virng nnd s
forth,' Hess waid, >When it changed
fram offensive to defensive, well, we
worn pol interosted in the delivsry gen
Fesrt of low to gt this wmaderinl off ax »
wanpnit or deliver it ag n weapno. Tt
vhanged to study veceines thay might
help aw protect: sguinst. the spread of
the disenne.””

Dr. Jerry J. Callis, an Agricultue
Department. veterinarinn who did re-
search at Plum Island during tie fab's
ently venrs aod Iater served as the Jab's
divector for 25 years, «mbfirmied that
the Army 2ot up the labaratory bt said
he was unswape of any vole played by
the military sfier the lab became opor-
ational,

The Armiv had operated Fort Terry
ax are ariillery bage fvm 1899 untd)
1948, when it was abandoned and nenr-
by sold to Suffolk Coundy for use as a
tourigt atiraction,

Aftor the Army decided it needed a
bivlogieal warlare Inhorstory to re-
seprelt exotic animal disenses, the gove
ernment canceled the sals in 1858 and
the Army spent ohout $5 million reha-
bilitating a laburatory that opened thy
following year, induding then top-af-
theline bisroniginment systems, de-
gigried with a special air flow and Slter
systemn to heep vicures from escaping, &
sepraie Jab was built on the isfand fiw
about. $10 million by the Agricolture
Dapartment, which sinee 1954 has ap-
erated both {abs,

"Our early bask was ti devige s meth-
od to propagate foof-and-mouth disexse
virus in tinste cultures. Tiasne endsores
were it theit infancy at the time,"” Cal.
lin said, Orce the method way devised,
gquintities ol the virus were produoced
as‘{;mrt ol & plar to develop vaceine sup-

ips,

P Procisely that work, hawever, iy de
seribed in desnments o3 the first mins
sion of thiy military facility: Deviging o
way t¢ replicate thn deadly vicus far e
2% 3 WeRPOR.

Covert, the nrmy histarian, said it
wag likely most sclentists st the Iab
woere gnaware of the military's wark,
While the military may have assigned
tasks to Agriculture Department. seien-
tinty, he said, ihe Army wordd have
avoided sharing ity intentions with of-
villan scientisis.

Even when told about the declmsis
fied dovtopents, the scientist who hoad.
od the foot-angd-maoth diseare regearch
an the ixond at the time, Dr, Howard
Bachrach. sxid in a recent interview
that militory involvement was out of
the question: 1 brought the fivet test
tube on the islond, and T never worked
for the Armay. The Army never did any
rusearch.”

»In many cases thare were only may-
be five penple wha knew what was (o~
ing on_in wespony research,” Clovert

anid. “People in one lab didn't know
what huppened in the next hab, and
they didn't ank.” R

Phe divergent viéws by scinntists
whn worked mde-by-side undersoore
national dabate over the often-hlurry
lines botween what consbitutes pilitary
revenrch and what je scientific ressarch.

Hrwaday : bn 3 Corney It

Animal caretaker forerman Jeffery Babeock holds steady 8 well cow's head as

Corne Brown of the Lead Pathology Section exarminex it at Plum Island lab.

has sparked dnbatn in the scientific
comsmunity and prompled a 1968 cam-
paign by LS, scientiuls to sy pledges
not to participaty in hislogiex) warfire

ressarch,

“Infectious disewse roverrch i open
t the public and anybody can have in-
focmation,” said Prof, Jonathan King,

director of the binmedical electron mi- M
1 2 ik swlontione. dissseve The: pyaziap, » caomopy departrment at the Massschu- . . USDA officials, who only last De.

. Drpmenent nf Agdeniiaes Picta
The former gun emplacemnent and ammanition storage aress of Ft Terry
served ax pens for guarantined animals at the 1ab in this exrly 19708 phota,

wetiy Institute of Techoology and lmder
of the pledgy campaign. “Generally we
ars not terribly worried i scientists
from any ration cun have access to our

He said tha longatanding resistance
hy Agricatture Department officials to
allow any outsiders access to Plum Is-
fand *in 8 reason for concern.'

outlawed by an interuationad

cember Hfted A-yearald restrictions
an touting presy visits to Plox Ix.
Jand. mantain the lack ol necess i i
leitimate response to prevent the re-
lease of highly toxie srd sormetmes
lethal gorme (o the roaoslame - not
o sttempt to hide seeret vesssroh

Ire Roger Breeze, eurrent dicncior of
i wd murprisze whern
b mbfitary reconds
“ he snd, " The

whown vopies of
“No, T neer ieaed
R

thnt. . |
thronk of funtavet
in Merioo. T} 4
oy and tiw

wusd the vors
aarch proj
sty disense gl
faver, dis il consulen
threats o the national Gep,
dugtry. The Agrivuitere Dopu
patimatis thet an outbireak of fi
nd-mouth dizcase i the Uni
ates windd wndamuiue the sxport
o dairy praducts, tides ad pro
1 mesty, wnd cos K. eeon-
512 hillian over 15
Questions about, the trus

avisers o the past four decsdes, b
beesase goverpment offissls wess o
s nevass ta thie sbond an all kit ades
riey sceasing and beonse the sataen
ol the research is 50 elose to thad reeded
P Biotogizal weapnes.
um [stand hag mansped 9 re
st gl aleof from the

coptnversy ov §
search sond the wilitory pri
v thye e
ol pormilitary
Setenue work.
Hiologieal warfere resvarch

« Horing b

kniwers s the Geneva, Peatoent
Riologizal Weapan

signed by the United Ry

ard, ratidied in 1975 H
there wre gray treax b
iHegal and what's pe
seurch of defenses agains

WeHpGnY.

“Phere o't tn clesr » o
stand naw i terms of the in
weapnts treaty,”” said Snaan W
histarian of science whi waditesd the
boak, Preventing a Biclogive! Armm
Have”

SOy van fest Bmnet agens s of o
logical waefiry sttwk, s g paiion can
test 1 hlogion) walary et
browk the tresty,” she o

b ondy, 1092, w tomm of gavers.
ment. hoogival war axpers work:
ing with the LS. Arws Control and
Disarrsnment. Ageney toieed Pl {s
fnndd f conmeution witl ovgning folks
in Lieoeva concerrong possibie
changes in the Geneep provocais,
whicl are adminintermd by e United
Nations Binlogienl Worfare Congene
tient, s v of the World Health i
gnnization. A member of the visiting
team said in Bn ioterview at the tisie
that while resenreh on Plom Jobnnd
camplien with the provisione of the
internationsl treaty, there wag eon.
cern that proposed vhasges in the
Crealy - whirh mever tonk plaer o
would foree o halt tn some of that re
serch,

The bt kovwn research coudveted
on the wlsnd 0 conperation with the
Army Mudical Resenreh and Develop
ent Command at. Fort Deinek was m
1900, Breeze said. That yvac the Plum
Island inb pravided support services for
an Army #ffort to develop vaccines

inmt Rift. Valley fever and Ve
‘le eyuine sneephalomyelitis to pro-
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ek U8, froops siationed abrosd. Bath digenses
are dangerinus ta both fivestook snd homans ssd
have been the fiens in recent years of military
“hivrdedonse”™ rosoarch, which is” permitted sy
the treuty,

i Jepney of the Avmy’s rols in fenriscingr thi
Plum Jelaud tols iz its vepesitory for viruses sl
virat sotibodies of the mont dengertins anima) dis-
cases i the world. In 1954, Le, Col, Dot L, Mace,
thenpsifitary corumnder of Plam Dl Inby, el
his sobliers phtowned 194 sirains of 12 virnges Feant
all over the world and burned them aver Lo Hip
Agrieiticrs Department

“We'sve probabily got themy and e, the arigs

il Iv. Inmies How
vieos al the grnter,
els of theold Army fab, which is t he
fowhen nnew facility on the island is
vemly, are freezers where the viruses aro kept fra-

e in Repeied ritrgen at tempeeatores areond mi-

nus 180 degrees Celriug, Ity inloresting hearing
this history st biologiond warfur,” said Housoe,

“Wetve tried o get some contracts with the Army
for resesrch because they have mwoney, bt none
ey eme through,”™

Brig. Gen, Charles Loucks, then the depuiy
chiel chemieal officer. said in a Sept. 24, 1051,
memay oo reassigoing Fort Terey to the Acmy
Chemieat Corps, that lows banning some exatie
disenge research an the 118 mainland made
Plum tsfand an idest toeation Tor the biotogieal
warfare b, “Plam Islard e further requined o
evaluate for offensive purposes, vireses of such
agents as foot-and-mouth discage and rindec-
pesl,” bBe said

Pive prifects were then suthorized for devil-
opruent of viral weapons and four were identi-

Tied by nume: Ffoot-and-mouth disease, Rift Val-
ey fover, Africnn swine fever and rindormest.

In the summer of 1953, Army records suid,
“The mission of Fort Terry hag been changed by
action of the Chiel Chemical Officer From one
which encompassed studies on various exotic
animal diseases to determine hoth their offen-
sive and defensive potantialities ns biological
warfare wpents to one which pertains only to the
defensive aspecis of foot-and-mouth and rinder-
i

n the 19708, there were several reports in
Newsday sbout: military contections ta {;;um Is-
land. In 2 1971 interviow, Mace said that the work
done in the 1950% was stifl classified and that he
was tunsare whethur it was offensive or delensive
research. He hins since died.

A bistory of the ialond facility distributed by Ag-
riculture officialy in Diowrabior, when the policy of
g\l}wwmg reporters regular neeese to the island was
inatstuted, miade no mention of any militiry role in
establishment of the disense centor. The lab cur
rently Fns a wtafY of about: 100 snd an noonal bud.
p;v?of 3)3}1.7 hmi(!lion‘

Lavert, wha's eurrently preparing a history of
bivlogieal warfary in w,\mplilsnfm wit’ix the l}«::)ew
protocol said there are mixed foelings WHOTIE POV~
ernment afficily on the relonse of historieal infor
ration ve biclogioal wirfire peagrame, “Seion.
Usta evan todsy have difficulty knowing what. they
ea tatk abiout, and we still have to make a detor-
mination. abiut what informstion uf the furtoor
programa might still be x value to suy poteutial
erieny,” he quid,

‘st year, J weat to i rennijon of scisntists
who worked on the project sni they wouldn't
evur tafk to sach olber abomt it.”

He ndded, “On the whole, 1 believe that the
mare we buew, the fewer guestions will remain
and the Tewa fear we'll have,'




